Introduction
T he early story of French immigration to Ontario dates back to the founding of Detroit in 1701.
Responding to the calls of the king and the governor, newly-arrived settlers embarked on a journey to the upper country to settle farms and partake in the fur trade with the First Nations.
1 Catholic missionary priests were already working in the area among the Huron and also began to serve the newly arrived French settlers. In order to provide for the spiritual needs of their congregations, local grain was milled into our for bread and some of the Recollet, Jesuit, and Sulpician priests attempted to cultivate their own vineyards in the Great Lakes country to produce sacramental wines for the mass in the 1600s. Ontario's wine industry nds its roots among its pioneer farmers. Indeed, much of the road to the successful wineries that dot the province today can be traced back to a group of trailblazing immigrant winemakers more than a century ago. To date, there are few detailed histories of Ontario's early wineries, and most of them focus on the history of a local winery in the Niagara region or on Pelee Island. 3 None are based on a detailed personal account from a winemaker. is article is based on a short autobiography and the personal diaries of one of Ontario's pioneer viticulturists. Over the course of forty years, including the era of prohibition the diaries of Jules Robinet o er a unique perspective on an immigrant entrepreneur in the Wind- sor border region. From these sources the reader gains a deeper understanding of the early challenges facing Ontario's edgling wine industry and the daily life of the small French immigrant community of the Windsor border region.
e rst documented evidence for the manufacture of commercial wine in Ontario dates to 1811 when Johann Schiller, a German mercenary in the 29th British regiment of foot, registered his vineyard in the Niagara region. 4 Schiller imported hybrid grapes from Pennsylvania to launch his own winemaking enterprise, which endured for more than y years. In 1864, an Englishman named Justin de Courtenay purchased the Schiller family vineyard and carried on the tradition. De Courtenay immediately introduced Gamay, Clinton and Isabelle grapes, producing wines under the Clair House brand. ree years a er his takeover of the vineyard, the Gamay de Courtenay wine won a prize at the World Exposition in Paris. 5 In the 1860s, the soil of the Wind-
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Résumé: Dans les années 1880, la région sud-ouest de l'Ontario, particulièrement le comté d'Essex et l'Île Pelée, a accueilli des vignerons pionniers. Alors que l'histoire des vignerons de l'Île Pelée est bien connue, fort peu fut écrit à propos des vignobles de la région ontalière de Windsor. Jules Robinet devint vigneron prospère au tournant du 20e siècle après qu'une série d'épreuves diverses causa l'élimination de la plupart de ses concurrents. L'entreprise de Robinet prit son essor avec la promulgation des lois de prohibition au Canada et aux États-Unis. Cet immigrant arrivé de Rougemont en France constitua un lien important de la chaîne migratoire d'ouvriers ançais et de cultivateurs de raisins qui s'étaient installés dans la région de la ville de Sandwich. Pour de nombreux immigrants ançais, il fut à la fois employeur, associé d'a aires, et défenseur des intérêts de la communauté qui avait ses origines dans la même région de France. the world of jules robinet
sor border region and Lake Erie shores attracted the attention of a group of American winemakers from Kentucky.
addeus Smith, omas Williams and his brother D.J. Williams, purchased 30 acres of land on Pelee Island with the purpose of planting their own vineyard in 1866. In three short years, these American entrepreneurs organized the Vin Villa wine house, gathered their rst grape harvest, bottled their rst wine, and transported it to market in Ontario and the northeastern United States. Almost simultaneously, two English brothers, Edward and John Wardroper arrived and planted a second vineyard on the island, and launched their own operations under the name, Pelee Island Wine and Vineyard Company. 6 According to the newspaper, the Amherstburg Echo, a French priest from Nantes, Pierre Dominic Laurent planted the rst vineyard on the Essex County mainland in 1867 in Amherstburg, to prepare his own sacramental wines, and his successful trial encouraged others to do the same. 7 Hyppolite Girardot, the editor of one of Windsor's French language newspapers and a winemaker himself, credited a local French Canadian, St. Luc Ouellette as the founder of the rst true vineyard in Essex County around 1870. 8 What is more certain is that several sources identify Adolphe Tournier, an immigrant and former vineyard operator from France, as the man who taught Hypollite's cousin, éodule Girardot, the mayor of Sandwich, Ontario, and area school inspector, how to plant and operate one of the rst successful vineyards on the mainland in 1877. Girardot's son forged a partnership with fellow Frenchman Pierre-Antoine Robinet shortly therea er and began a winery.
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Following the breakup of the business partnership of the Compagnie Robinet et Girardot in the 1880s, Pierre and his son Jules Robinet continued to cultivate their own vineyard following the old ancestral traditions of their winemaking family back in France, but their production never matched the levels of production of the Girardot family, who produced 50,000 gallons of wine in a single year, and held as much as 150,000 gallons in their wine cellars by 1900. 10 Descended from a family 
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In all of his ventures, Robinet showed a preference for hiring workers from within his extended family. Louis and Auguste, Jules's brothers, sold wine all over Essex County, especially during the holidays. All twelve of Jules's children tended the vineyards, participated in the harvest, worked in the cellar, and handled customers in the family store. Jules's daughters in particular participated in the family business, tending the elds while the boys worked at Robinet's brickworks. Lucille worked the books and even met with bankers on her White Star Line introduced the Oceanic as a means to transport passengers more quickly and a ordably. father's behalf. 30 Daughter Julia's labour was mentioned more than any other. In the spring, Julia attached the vines and prepared them for the growing season. In the summer and autumn, she harvested cherries, grapes, and then apples on her father's properties even in the blazing sun when necessary. In the autumn, she prepared orders in the wine cellar then proceeded to make deliveries all over Essex County. Julia even chau eured workers to and from the harvest in the family's Model A Ford. 32 "Salaries are no higher than in Paris, and generally there are already enough labourers. We do not recommend that labourers come, unless they have some money to bring with them to buy a small farm while plying their trade… the only reliable trade is farming… domestic servants and cooks are also in demand, with the former earning from 20 to 40 francs a month, while the latter earn from 30 to 50 francs a month, while helping with the cleaning. O ce workers and labourers without a trade have little chance of success." Bodard, Le Canada et To facilitate these deliveries and expand his market, Robinet established storage depots among a number of French Canadian farmers and merchants in Windsor and throughout the communities of Essex County to expand his local market. 63 Robinet also made innovations to improve production and the pro tability of his wine business. Initially, he pressed his grapes in the cellar of his home for the production of both red and white wines. en he expanded his business and moved some of the production from 56 Detroit Free Press, 11 June 1899. 57 Ernest Girardot`s casino and wine terrace plan included an underground series of wine cellars that cut deeply into the bed of the Detroit river. is ambitious plan experienced serious cost overruns at a time when grape prices had yet to recover, eventually leaving the winery insolvent. 64 With the disappearance of most of the other local wineries, 65 Robinet took two more steps to consolidate his predominance over Essex County's grape growers. First, in 1909, he began scouting out a series of small but stable vineyards in the Amherstburg area, most notably the Scott, Ouellette, and Livingston farms. His plan soon became clear: to purchase these vineyards to consolidate his control over the region's wine production. On 7 April 1911, Robinet sold the Scott Farm and then proceeded to remove the 500 or so vines on the property. A few months later, in December 1911, he secured an option to buy the Ouellette vineyard in Amherstburg. e following year in April, his company purchased the Livingston vineyard for $10,000. 66 In the span of just three years, he persuaded all three vintners to abandon the cra . In 1914, he increased his importation of Concord grapes from California while still making Catawba and Port wines. 67 Robinet's initial experiment with Concord grapes was quite modest, with the purchase of a mere 500 vines. However, he wasted little time once he was satis ed with the result, purchasing 14,000 vines in April 1915, another 14,000 vines in April 1916, and nally buying 10,000 vines from a fellow grape grower in Amherstburg in September 1917 for a mere $50. 68 Robinet used his vast social contacts with the church to increase his wine sales as well. A devout Catholic, Robinet hosted scores of priests and nuns at his dinner table over the years. He o en donated money to several church causes and exploited his close relations with prominent priests and nuns to advance his business. Aside from his multiple attempts to secure a lucrative but elusive long term contract producing sacramental wines for the area's churches, he successfully convinced the Holy Names Sisters the world of jules robinet of Amherstburg to rent a considerable tract of their convent lands at a nominal rate for the establishment of a vineyard in 1915. A few years later, Robinet expanded his Amherstburg vineyards to include the properties of the old Provincial Sanatorium. 69 He would later boast that he was one of the largest purchasers of grapes in the entire region: "Our yearly grape harvest allowed me to produce between 5,000 and 25,000 gallons of wine a year."
70 At its peak, Robinet claimed that he was shipping up to 35 freight cars of grapes every harvest, with each car containing 2,500 ten-pound baskets. 71 He even convinced the CPR to establish a depot adjacent to his Sandwich vineyard for the purposes of shipping; it was later dubbed the Robinet Siding. 73 He even donated cases of his wine to the annual Assumption parish picnic to market his products to his fellow parishioners. Indeed, Robinet even nurtured and raised grape vines for sale to potential grape growers. 74 Had it not been for customs o cials, his winery would have imported vines from France; 75 however, when this initiative failed he changed tactics and began to import hundreds of gallons of French wine and Vichy water both for sale and personal consumption. 76 In June 1926, Robinet recruited another Frenchman, Edouard Féron, for the production of sparkling wines. 77 It would, however, take a number of years before Robinet would perfect, market and distribute this product, and only with the help of yet another French winemaker, Gaston Dugas of Montbozon, a town just a few kilometers from Robinet's native village of Rougemont.
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roughout his life, Robinet worked hard to improve his winery through a variety of innovations.
Robinet was not adverse to using the courts to protect his winery's interests as well. In 1908, A. Carpenter of Winona ordered and then cancelled his purchase of three railway carloads of grapes on the pretext that they were too green. Robinet sued him for breach of contract. 79 In June 1920, the Canadian Paci c Railway could not account for a delivery of forty missing industrial-sized bags of sugar from the Robert Crooks Company of Montreal valued at $890. He took both companies to court and fought with them to split the cost of the losses.
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In March, 1918, provincial liquor laws changed and the Ontario Temperance Act banned the sale of alcohol. e following year, the Act was amended to spare domestic wines from prohibition. 81 At this time, Robinet's last major competitor in the area, the Pelee Island Winery, transferred its wine production o the island to Toronto under the direction of its owner J.S. Hamilton.
82 Jules Robinet and Sons was one of just six established wineries still operating in Ontario at that time. 83 Since the prohibition law banned the sale and consumption of wines and spirits containing more than two-anda half percent alcohol content, Robinet announced changes in the production of his wines. 84 In spite of these changes, and reinforced in large part by an increasingly thirsty cross-border American clientele from Detroit facing a stricter ban, Robinet sold more wine than ever before. Between 1918 and 1920, Robinet violated provincial laws by discreetly meeting American clients in remote areas near Sandwich for the pickup of larger quantities of his wine. Robinet wrote in 78 Gaston Dugas rst appears in Robinet Other clues suggest Robinet's role as a rumrunner. In April 1920, his construction company agreed to do extensive renovations for Henri Hébert on Abar's Island View Hotel, a tavern located on the shores of the Detroit River facing the American metropolis, and widely suspected to be the most infamous liquor tra cking centre of the region. 89 Robinet also had his construction workers excavate to expand the size of his own wine store cellar, which he later referred to as "la cave derrière le magasin." for they indicate the existence of a second secret wine cellar attached by a hallway that could store a signi cant quantity of bottles that were delivered under cover of darkness. e purposes of this cellar leave the reader to wonder whether it was an attempt to circumvent the liquor laws, an attempt to conceal revenues from the tax man, or both. French immigrants who lacked the condence and the skills to navigate the Canadian legal system. Former employee Claude Gobey and cousin Adolphe Tournier, held Robinet in such high esteem that they named him as the executor of their wills rather than their own children. 103 Robinet also o ered assistance to wine merchants Emile Isabey and François Lamotte when they needed help with their government applications and their Income Tax Reports. 104 Mrs. Elie Girard depended on Robinet's experience when she asked him to accompany her when meeting her English-speaking lawyer while ghting to secure her late husband's life insurance. Later she turned to Robinet to translate for her in the court room during the lengthy trial 105 Albert Guénot put his faith in Robinet's language skills as well when he found himself charged for having red his ri e upon a few teenaged vineyard thieves. Louis Guillemin also turned to Robinet as an advocate and interpreter during his legal troubles involving accusations of arson and insurance fraud. 106 In contrast, when Monique Soucy sought to become a Canadian citizen, Robinet, at age 80, helped her with her naturalization papers and accompanied her to the immigration ofce.
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A er the First World War, Robinet continued to provide support for his compatriots in need especially when it came to real estate transactions. Clément Guénot relied on Robinet to complete the necessary paperwork to purchase his home. 108 
Conclusion

R
obinet's winery faced only a few minor di culties during the era of Prohibition. Surprisingly, it was only with the end of Prohibition in Ontario that Robinet's wine operations actually encountered serious trouble with law enforcement o cials. In June 1927, the provincial government introduced the Ontario Liquor Control Act, by which the province took control of the sale and distribution of wines and spirits in the province, imposing taxes. e new laws strictly regulated the production and distribution of beer, wine, and hard liquor. 122 In order to continue the family business, Jules Robinet was compelled to purchase a provincial license in July 1928. at same year, the provincial government ordered him to pay $3,200 in back taxes.
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In 1933, the end of Prohibition in the United States forced Robinet to petition provincial o cials to transport his wine legally across the border; the government denied his request, impacting his business revenues. 124 Robinet's lobbying efforts give credence to allegations that his winery was heavily involved in Prohibition era cross-border rum-running. 125 In the 1930s, Jules Robinet encountered a series of nancial di culties. Overextended with the banks for his real estate purchases, and faced with a growing number of tenants unable to pay their rent on his investment properties, he su ered serious losses. Much of Robinet's wealth was tied to his real es-tate and construction interests and the increasing severity of the Depression hit his tenants hard, with many of them failing to pay their rent. Forced to reconcile his accounts with the banks, Robinet surrendered the title on several properties to avoid bankruptcy. 126 Tough times forced his daughter Julia and her husband Gustave Jacquot to move in to the family homestead with their children. In spite of the harsh times, the Robinet winery continued to make enough pro t to steer the family through rough waters.
In January 1935, at the age of 77, Jules Robinet met with Fred Marsh regarding the possible sale of Robinet and Sons. A er a few days of negotiations, Robinet agreed to sell his company, wine barrels, and store to the Fred Marsh Winery for $14,000. As part of the sale, Robinet surrendered his liquor license to Marsh. 127 A er this transaction, Robinet continued to sell wine from his own cellar without a license. On 15 August 1935, his son-in-law, Gustave Jacquot was summoned to appear in court for the illegal sale of wine. Jacquot paid a ne of $83, but Robinet's name was kept out of the newspapers. 128 On 10 November 1939, at the age of 82, Robinet opened his family home to o cers of the Ontario Provincial Police who conducted a search of his premises. 129 In his diary, Robinet wrote, " L`après-midi, les pro inciaux sont venus saisir tout notre vin, en iron 4000 galons tout de première qualité. C`est une grosse perte pour moi." 130 e OPP constables seized all 4,000 gallons of wine that they had found in the cellar: e seizure, one of the largest in the district's history, was made in the Robinet home at 559 St. Antoine street Ward Five.… Authorities refused to give out any details regarding the raid, but the o cers… made no e ort to remove the huge vats of spirits found in the basement. Five gallon jugs and bottles of the wine were picked up by the squad. e remainder of the alcoholic beverage is held under seizure in the accused's home. Instructions for the raid are reported to have been given the local provincial police from the Toronto headquarters. Although the raid was conducted within the city limits, Windsor police were not called in and did not know anything of the seizure.
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In the midst of Robinet's personal troubles, the Ontario Liquor Control Board announced an aggressive strategy against the bootlegging of homemade wine.
binations of ginger, honey, gooseberries, currants, peaches, cherries, raspberries, rhubarb, and strawberries to his grapes for his wines. 137 None of these products experienced much success. Nevertheless, by 1927, Robinet grew eleven di erent varieties of grapes in his vineyards. All of these e orts eventually paid o in the depths of the Great Depression; Robinet's diversi ed production line of new brands, including dandelion wine, sparkling wine and cider bolstered his business's pro ts in 1934. 138 While his production levels would never match those of the Girardot winery in its heyday, Robinet's winery never found itself at the mercy of creditors or shareholders.
For more than forty years, French immigrants living in Sandwich depended upon winemaker Jules Robinet as a vital link in the migration chain, through his roles as an employer, business associate and service provider. Unlike the French immigrant community in California, nearly all of these migrants came from the same region of north-eastern France as the Robinets, near the Swiss border.
e vast majority of these immigrants depended at one time or another upon Jules Robinet for their daily bread as employees or business associates. Some even turned to him for shelter, nancial support or legal advice. Entrepreneur, business associate, employer, real estate agent, creditor, legal advocate, and bootlegger, Jules Robinet drew much of his importance from serving the French immigrant population, as is amply illustrated in his personal diaries. He embodied much of what is complex about the human spirit. For many residents of the Windsor border region, he represents one of the leading rum-running legends associated with the Prohibition era.
